target of a two-third reduction. 3 The number of new HIV infections fell by around 40% between 2000 and 2013 from an estimated 3.5 million cases to 2.1 million. 3 Better progress was made with the use of insecticide impregnated mosquito nets and the availability of antiretroviral therapy. During the period of the MDGs, the annual cost of antiretroviral therapy for HIV has dropped from $10 000 to $100, bringing it into reach for many health services. At the end of 2013, there were an estimated 4.8 million people living with HIV in China, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam, which together account for more than 90% of the people living with HIV in the region. But, despite these improvements, the majority of these cases do not receive antiretroviral therapy on a regular basis. 4 The progress made in selected MDG goals for our region is shown in Table 1 .
There are many areas of public health where there remain major needs for progress. In addition, there are many new public health challenges facing our region in the future, including the aging population and the impact of climate change. The UN SecretaryGeneral, Ban Ki-Moon, looks to the future "2015 is a milestone year. We will complete the Millennium Development Goals. We are forging a bold vision for sustainable development, including a set of sustainable development goals. And we are aiming for a new, universal climate agreement." 6 The MDGs will now be updated to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 7 Our journal will continue to monitor progress in public health achievements and equity in our region. We look forward to APACPH developing education programs to implement the new goals. When the Year of the Monkey returns in 2028, the Sustainable Development Goals will be undergoing evaluation and we hope that despite the public health challenges of climate change, population growth, emerging diseases, and obesity that continuing progress will be evident.
This issue of the journal begins the New Year and the new era of "sustainable development goals" with a selection of reviews and public health research papers. The editors have contributed a review on breastfeeding and public health. 8 Recently, the World Bank has endorsed the public health benefits of breastfeeding as a key component in its world development program. "Greater use of breastfeeding could transform the health and economy of developing countries according to the World Bank. The potential impact of investments to promote breastfeeding and reduce undernutrition, especially during the critical first two years of a child's life," 9 a statement that we heartily endorse.
We encourage all APACPH academics to be well-rounded scholars and in this "Year of the Monkey" we suggest that you read, or reread Journey to the West, 1 of the 4 great Chinese classical novels recounting the journey of a Buddhist monk who travels to the west (modern day India) seeking enlightenment and accompanied by a mischievous monkey. We wish all of our readers and APACPH members a happy and fruitful "Year of the Monkey." 
